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In a richly symbolic vision manifest to Lehi and later to his son Nephi we learn of a living and loving Heavenly Father; one who has prearranged a plan and prepared a way that all of His earthbound children may one day return to live in his presence.  The second part of this three act play is portrayed in the vision as a mumbled and cluttered life, stricken with the same type of contradictory plan and endless determination of the opposition that led away one third of the hearts of his children; never to return.  These diversions that, “seeketh that all men might be miserable like unto himself,” (2 Nephi 2:27) seem to outweigh and encompass the good in our lives.  As a result of these we are scarcely able to reach the most desirable above any other fruit, the immortality and eternal life of man.  Be not deceived, these rivers of running water, dark and dreary wildernesses, spacious buildings above ground, and humiliated people must all perish.  And why must they perish? When all is said and done, “The devil will not (cannot) support his children at the last days, but doth speedily drag them down to hell, “(Alma 30:60) while the one true plan remains, leading, “every knee to bow and every tongue to confess that Jesus is the Christ.” The path is available, the desirable fruit awaits, the choice given and the rod of iron set that we may, “after all we can do, be saved by the grace of God.” (2 Nephi 25:23)  The message today is of the one, sure, promised, traveled, experienced, and preached rod of iron that leads to the tree of life.   We learn from Lehi’s dream and Nephi’s interpretation the meaning of the iron rod.  Listen for the symbolism.  “I behold that the rod of iron, which my father had seen was the Word of God, which led to the fountain of living waters.” (1Nephi 11:25) And the Word of God? Revelation to Joseph Smith brings back the true meaning of John’s bold statement, “In the beginning was the gospel preached through the Son.  And the gospel was the word, and the word was with the Son, and the Son was with God, and the Son was of God.”  The rod of iron, that led Lehi and the majority of his children, is Christ; his words, his doctrine.  It is of this doctrine that Nephi explained, “We talk of Christ, we rejoice in Christ, we preach of Christ, and we prophesy of Christ, and we write according to our prophecies that our children may know to what source they may look for a remission of their sins.” (2 Nephi 25:26) The message and significance has not faded with time, nor will it be overshadowed by the influences, attitudes, and traditions of our day.   We must have missionaries, members and testimonies to match it, as President Benson exclaimed.   The purpose and power of the second earthly act, mortality, comes alive as we come unto Christ by learning, loving, and living the doctrine of Christ.  The instrument to accomplish such a task is The Book of Mormon.  “The Great Standard,” as President Benson often refers to it. 


Learning the doctrines of Christ can and should take place in many situations.  The earliest memories I have of learning the doctrine of the Book of Mormon is in a loving home taking place at 6a.m.  Learning came before we could say our individual prayers, before we ate, before we went to school, and before Father left for work.  Perhaps the only thing to surpass the study of scriptures was a quick bathroom visit, but only to afterwards walk in on one of us youngsters stuttering over the words.  It made no difference how well we could read, what we understood or how fast we could read. We were there to gain a foundation for the understanding we were to gain a few years down the road when we could personally delve into the scriptures.  I believe it was through these early family studies I learned the value of the book, felt the testimony of my parents along with their patience in dealing with our opposition, and gained an advantage in my comprehension and reading skills.  Seminary and religion classes can also foster learning and a testimony of the doctrine, while providing a peaceful break in a student’s busy schedule.  Sunday school presents Saints opportunities to reason together and become one in doctrine, heart, and understanding.  These are all great atmospheres of learning the Word, but overpowering strength and light will come only from personal study of the scriptures.  The adversary does not want personal study to take place and will do all in his power to thwart the time of personal revelation and testimony that will enable you to put on the Armor of God and withstand the fiery darts.  Be mindful that the midsts of darkness will come, the mountains and valley will roll, and personal wilderness must be overcome.  But take courage for they will be as the passing clouds and abrupt storm; only for a small moment.  Hinckley has said, “People today are looking for an anchor in a world of shifting values.”  If you remain firm to the word, it will remain true to you.  This is an answer for our times.  

Secondly we must love the word.  It was Enos’ love for the good word of God that caused him to reflect about and pray over the doctrines his father had taught him.  The results are marvelous, and can even be a guiding factor in our search for light.  The Lord said to him, “Enos thy sins are forgiven thee, and thou shalt be blessed.” (Enos 1:5) If we will love the doctrine we will be able to arouse our, as well as mankind’s, interest in studying it and showing how it answers the great question of the soul.  In the love of the word we can find the power to resist the temptations of evil, and guidance from the spirit; for as President Benson says, “It is the spirit that matter in this work.”

Thirdly we must live the doctrines.  Richard G. Scott wisely stated, “It is not sufficient enough that the Book of Mormon be found in our homes; its principle must be captured in our minds and hearts.”  We need to make a regular habit of praying, searching, pondering, writing, and thanking the Lord for the doctrines of salvation to catch the vision.  Wickedness abounds and it is only when we implements the teachings of the master into our lives that we are able to harness the power of God and permit us to be a beacon to those in distress.

The Lord has given us all access to the doctrines that build the armor of God and stamp the approval to enter the straight and narrow gates, but access to them also requires responsibility for them.  We need to yield our heart to God selflessly and come with a broken heart and a contrite spirit if we are to walk this life with the strength we need to have, “angels round about us to bear us up.”. (D&C 84:88)   If you will learn, love, and live the doctrines of Christ it will become a personal “Urim and Thummim” to you in righteousness, never wavering and lead you back to the Father who yearns for your safe return. 
